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Trek 728

Hurray! True

Classic |
Touring Bikes

Are Made in
Wisconsin

Almost every time we review a
touring bike, the review is peppered
with phrases like “‘racing bike in fat-tire
disguise,’” or *‘a frame this upright isn’t
designed for load-carrying on bumpy
roads. "’

Almost.

The Trek 728 is here. It's a $715
exception that proves the rule. The 728
is ruly designed for touring, and ir’s
one of the flashiest bikes you’ll find in
its price range. Frame, components, and
knicknacks are all first-class.

The frame dimensions are a touring
cyclist’s delight: a full 42-inch
wheelbase, 18-inch chainstays, and 72-

degree angles. (By the way, the frame is .

a mere four pounds, 11 ounces, proving
that a big touring frame can be quite
svelte.)

The brazed-on knicknacks include
fuel bottle cage mounts underneath the
down tube, a threaded hole in the
chainstay bridge and another threaded
hole on the underside of the brake
bridge for easy rear fender installation,
double evelets front and rear for fender
and rack mounting, and elegant rack
bosses brazed onto the seatstays. Trek's
own brand of investment cast bottom
bracket, Nikko Iugs, and a Hoden
Eungra investment cast fork crown are
other nice touches. It's hard to think of
what Trek might have missed.

Despite the long wheelbase and the
touring emphasis, the Trek 728 is
certainly not sluggish. It's surpnsingly
springy and lively. Yet, there are real
benefits to the long wheelbase. On your
first ride around the block, you note that
it's easier to control and better behaved
on bumpy roads. The bike's load-
carrying ability is superior to that of
shorter bikes.

Stiffness is good, and it also
demands some discussion. There's no
way a bike with these dimensions can
be as stiff as a full-on racing bike.
However, Trek minimizes the difference
with round/oval/round chainstays and
larger diameter continental oval fork
blades. The result is a bike that most of
us can stand on and thrash pretty hard.
Only a competitive rider who has been
training specifically to have a powerful
jump could even notice the difference.
And if that racer is touring, even
touring hard and fast, he or she won't
be thrashing the bike hard enough to see
that difference.

Other manufacturers have migrated
toward very short wheelbases on their
touring bikes because, they tell us, the
shorter bike feels livelier when the
customer test rides it. Therefore, the
thought continues, the customer will
usually buy the shorter bike.

That train ‘of thought deserves to be
derailed. First of all, the 728 is living
proof that a touring bike need not feel
sluggish. Second, the shorter bikes
aren't engineered for touring. They
aren’t engineered for comfort over long
days in the saddle, for easy handling
and control over bumpy and smooth
roads alike, or for carrying loads.

It's nice to know there’s still an
occasional exceprion.

Components on the Trek are
tantalizing. The most avant-garde
touring derailleurs available—the steel
Huret Eco Duopar rear and Duopar
front—are paired with SunTour BarCon
shift levers. It's worth noting that Trek
was willing to go to the extra trouble of
buying one company’s levers and

another company’s derailleurs to get the
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best-performing equipment.

The new Sugino AT triple crankset
combines *‘aerodynamic’’ styling with
some real functional advantages. It's
beefy and suff, it's well made, the
granny chainring interchanges with
Avocet chainrings (down to 24 teeth),
and the outer chainrings interchange
with the reasonably-well-available
Sugino Mighty Tour. Since the middle
chainring can be as small as 34 teeth,
all sorts of strange gearing combinations
are possible.

Stock gearing is 28/45/50, 13-14-17-
20-24-28, which adds up to half-step-
plus—gmnny—plua—ovcrdrne— bit
different from the bike pictured becausé
we received an early prototype crankset
that came with different size chainnngs.

Suzue sealed-bearing hubs are not as
familiar as some other brands, but they
do come with a ten-year guarantee from
the manufacturer. We took one apart to
‘examine its construction. The hub uses
stock sealed bearings pressed onto
serrations on the axle. Locknuts
position the bearings in the right place

This hub design has two
disadvantages: a ham-handed mechanic
can overtighten the locknuts and
damage the bearings, and replacement
axles aren’t readily available. The
advantages are that a good mechanic

can use the locknuts to take out wear-
induced slop that appears in the
bearings after miles of use, and the
partially-threaded axle 1s slightly
stronger than a conventional, fully-
threaded axle.

The Dia-Compe 450B/210 centerpull
brakes are attractive, give an unusually
good feeling of progressive stopping
control, and accept only Dia-Compe's
own replacement brake shoes and pads
A consolation prize for the added effort
in seeking out these shoes and pads is
that the pads have excellent friction
characteristics.

Contrary to rumor, this brake's
caliper pivots don't have ball beanngs.
They use a brass bushing, which has
fewer ways of failing
well. Structurally speaking, that would
be a silly place for a ball bearing
anyway.

As we stated elsewhere in this
collection of road tests, we prefer 27-
inch wheels to th
this bike because the tres are more
readily available. But these tires are
good, wide (32C) touring tires, and the
Rigida 16-22 rims are strong and wide.

Hub spacing and wheel dishing on
this bike are weak points—and they're
the fault of the Huret Duopar’s
mounting bolt, which demands extra

clearance inside the dropout for a

locknut. Providing this clearance

and works equally

e 700C wheels used on

increases the dishing, weakening the
areral bracing strength of the wheel.

We'd recommend replacing this
mounting bolt with the metric-thread
shorter French bolt and a drop of
Locktite. The French bolt is threaded
10 mm x 1 mm, versus 10 mm x 26 tpi
for the [talian/English/Japanese bolt
standard, so it fits snugly. With
Locktite, it won’t need a locknut to stay
secured in proper position. Once you
make this change, you can rearrange the
hub spacing and reduce the whesl dish.

We've been trying, so far without
success, to convince manufacturers to
install Duopars this way in the factory.
But the real solution is for Huret to start
making Duopar mounting bolts with a
shoulder to hold the bolt in proper
position, without need for a locknut.
Every other mounting bolt made,
including other Huret mounting bolts,
has this shoulder.

For those of you who don’t have
$700 for a touring bike, there will be a
little brother to the Trek 728 selling for
$455. The wheelbase will be Ys-inch
shorter—still longer than almost all
competing “‘touring"’ bikes
frame with a Reynolds 531 main
triangle and fewer dressy knicknacks.
Components will be less costly, but at
least one of the 728's outstanding
components, the Sugino AT crankset,
will be on the cheaper bike.
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Internationally acclaimed!

Of course, no one is perfect. Our
Trek arrived with sand and grit in the
botiom bracket, clouding an otherwise
immaculate framebuilding job. We
cleaned it out, and all was well
thereafter,
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| Food system.
|

Qur food system —the farming, pro-
cessing, shipping, ancd storing —clearly |
needs o be reexamined. That's what |
THE CORNUCCPIA PROJECT is all
about. We hape to develop interest in
and collect information about ways
that the U.S. {ood system can be reor-
ganized to circumvent a food crisis.

We hope this project will be a forum
of ideas for improving our food system.
where you can learn about policies and
practices controlling the food system.
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